HELLO DALAI

CREDITS

Performed By: Mathew Baynton
Jamie Glassman
Clare Thomson

Directed By: Cal McCrystal

Devised By: Piggy Nero & Cal McCrystal
Costume Design: Rosa Cienfuegos
Production Design: Lucy Bradridge

THE SHOW

“A PURE GEM OF ORIGINAL COMEDY” Fringe Report

Hello Dalai is a unique piece of comedy theatre in which three idiots attempt to stage an epic, filmic melodrama. The
story takes the audience from Edwardian England to the peaks of the Himalayas.

“THE AUDIENCE WERE IN FITS THROUGHOUT” The Scotsman
A zeppelin crashes in the Himalayas. Lady Olivia and her servant are thrown unconscious from the wreckage. They

awake to find themselves in the magical land of Shangri-La. Peace and harmony reign but will their western ways poison
the tranquillity of this paradise they have found?

“HILARIOUS... EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED” Three Weeks

The show combines elements of clown, melodrama, dance, physical comedy and live music as the three performers
struggle to out-do and upstage each other at every turn.

“ITIS A COMEDY SO MUCH AT THE SERVICE OF ITS AUDIENCE THAT NOT A TINIEST GAG
OR QUIP WILL BE ALLOWED TO SLIP PAST UNNOTICED” The Stage

Award winning director, Cal McCrystal has been responsible for a string of Comic Hits in recent years. Amongst the

many are (Perrier Best Newcomers) The Mighty Boosh (now a hit TV show), Peepolykus, Mel and Sue, Population: 3
and Spymonkey’s Stiff and Cooped.

“GO AND SEE THIS; YOU'LL LAUGH YOURSELF TO DEATH” Camden New Journal



REVIEWS

24" August 2006

Here’s another show whose description sounds more like a warning than marketing but, heavens to Betsy, it’s brilliant

fun. Comedy trio Piggy Nero perform a spoof bawdy musical in which a pretty Victorian debutante heads for Tibet to

live with her betrothed. Along the way we get some fantastically silly songs (with incongruously employed swearwords

%_oiﬂlg (:]o)wn a treat), clever prop tricks and ridiculous dancing (the ‘accidental’ escape of a single testicle is my Fringe
ighlight).

This trio of Clare Thomson, Mat Baynton and Jamie Glassman are among the most naturally funny and talented people
in town this month, so the occasional lack of visibility for those more than four rows back is quickly forgiven. Their comedy
skills and utter lack of vanity (stay away if you're shy about skimpy briefs) make this show a winner.

By Ashley Davies

8" August 2006

Immortality, Zeppelins, wise fish, Buddhist monks and the Chinese invasion of Tibet... There is a connection here -
somehow - and all is revealed in Piggy Nero’s latest comic romp of an Edwardian beauty who travels east with her
manservant Spunk to marry her officer fiance. An aircrash lands them in Shangri-La, where its immortal residents, deep
in Tibet, are threatened by the invading Chinese Red Guard. Like a demented Lost Horizon, love blossoms, tragedy
strikes and fish and chips are introduced to the land that time forgot.

Jamie Glassman, Clare Thomson and Matt Baynton dish out characters with wild imagination, in the process delivering
a madly inspired version of Japanese sixties pop hit Sukiyaki, a full-out sumo wrestling match, and, writhing to the strains
of a soft porn lesbian soundtrack, a human ibis whose skimpy leotard produces a glimpse of possibly unsettling partial

nudity, even by fringe standards.

The costumes deserve a review of their own as designer Lucy Bradridge’s [correction: the costumes were by Rosa
Cienfuegos] Edwardian gear, army uniforms and geisha robes are worthy of the National. With hints of The Right Stuff
or an X-rated Ripping Yarns, there are laughs aplenty, but don't let that distract from the fact that these are three talented
dramatic performers who have done their research to produce a show that demands repeated viewing.

By Nick Awde
EdinburghGuide.com 10" August 2006

This is one of those hidden gems on the Fringe that you occasionally stumble upon and then wonder why you haven't
heard about it from anybody else. This is a play with a wonderfully twisted comedy core and its one of those pieces that
is perfect for the Fringe. It appears to be set in Edwardian England though there are temporal references which set it
in about three other time frames, but who cares, it just makes some of the scenes all the more funnier. We discover in
the opening scene that our heroine is about to travel out to India to marry her betrothed and the tail unfolds from there.

On the journey a terrible storms erupts and they crash land in Shangri-La. The journey replayed with shadow puppets
is amongst one of the funniest scenes | have watched on the Fringe this year. The story then shows the slow transition
from the materialistic self obsessed individuals they all are to, err, well watch it for yourself to discover what Shangri-
La can truly offer you. The young cast portray a range of ridiculous characters and the writing puts them into some bizarre
situations, the resulting chaos is madness with belly laughs.

There is great promise here, the comedy is surreal and very funny, occasionally the pace slackens or the timing is a little
off (but it's early in the run) but | see the seeds of comedy greatness, and | suspect and hope that | have witnessed the
.birth of a new comedy colossus. All the hail the new force in farce, the masters of mayhem, the commanders of comedy,
the ~ well you get the ideal!

By Gary Platt



TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS

PERSONNEL.:

Four (three performers + one stage manager)

RUNNING TIME:

One hour, no interval

AGE ADVISORY:

The show contains partial nudity and is not suitable for children.

PRICE: Contact Us

SET:

Stage Dimensions: 6m metre wide, 5m deep, 3m clearance to lighting grid (end on)

Two large folding screens roughly 2m wide x 2.3m high

2 costume rails

5 boxes of props

Several flags which are placed in pots onstage

1 Light used at the back for a shadow-puppet sequence, this needs standard mains power
We require the space to have a black backdrop with room to pass behind

We also have a ‘mountain’ which is raised during the show, this is done by passing a rope over a
bar on the grid and attaching the end to a stage-weight.

LIGHTING, SOUND AND VIDEO:

Full dimmer lighting and PA

CD or Mini-Disc player to run the sound cues

CONTACT:
Clare Thomson on 07979 857 519

clare_thomson76@hotmail.com

WWW.piggynero.com



