


The€ BABONICG PLAY

24th Feb - 19th March 2006

7.30pm (1 hour)

The Arch, Holden Street Theatres

Box Office (VenueTix): 8225 5888 or venuetix.com.au

PUBLIC HEALTH WARNING: Bubonic Plague Hits Adelaide. Symptoms
may include weeping, euphoria and uncontrollable laughter.

In the 14th century, The Black Death ravaged Europe and Asia, wiping out
over 30% of England’s population. Australia escaped untouched. 660 years
later, Piggy Nero are bringing it here. The Bubonic Play contains an infectious
mix of potions, rats, trances, knife fights and a catchy soundtrack from The
Seekers.

In The Bubonic Play, three idiots attempt to tell a tragic love story set in plague-
ravaged England. Lord George of Ponsonby is in love with his glamorous maid,
Mathilde. When she runs off with a romantic travelling Minstrel, he vows
revenge and chases them through the countryside. Undaunted by their
physical and artistic shortcomings, the actors will try anything to steal the
show from one another. Will they die? Yes, they will.




“akin to a Steve Martin or Mel Brooks filmic farce... a joy

tmroughout, with hilarious performances and funny props."
The List

"bristling with very funny gags... a pure gem of original comedy"
Fringe Report

"excellent performances and a script with a great sense of its
own ridiculousness. It is Vulgar and funny and generally bawdy

- a great show for peasants and gentry alike."
Three Weeks

“Go and see this; you'll laugh yourself to death!”
Camden New Journal

"It is a comedy so much at the service of its audience that not
a tiniest gag or a quip will be allowed to slip past unnoticed.
Piggy Nero and its director Cal McCrystal cast a whole new
light on the notion that it is not what you tell but how you tell
It" The Stage

"a riotous send-up of medieval clichés"
The Scotsman

“The middle ages, of course, have been plundered for comedy
before by both Monty Python and Blackadder, but here it is
given a fresh appeal by the sheer talent of the actors.” Fest



Piggy Nero was founded in 2005 by performers Mathew Baynton, Clare Thomson,
Jamie Glassman and director Cal McCrystal. All four have at some point trained
with the great Philippe Gaulier, whose teaching of clown provides the foundation
of the company’s comic style.

The Bubonic Play was devised by the cast and director through a process of
Improvisation and has continued to change and develop on tour and during its
successful run at the Edinburgh Festival.

Award winning director, Cal McCrystal has been described as “The brains behind
some of the funniest theatre in Britain these past five years” (The Independent).

Jamie Glassman turned down a $5000 a week job as Co-Producer on 20th Century
Fox’s multi-million dollar Borat Movie to join Piggy Nero. As a Creator, Producer

and Writer of Da Ali G Show on Channel 4 and HBO, Emmy-nominated Glassman
left Hollywood behind for the chance to work with Baynton, Thomson and McCrystal.

Cal McCrystal directed PLUCK in The Specialists which is also appearing at the
Adelaide Fringe this year.

for downloadable press images go to www.piggynero.com/press/



